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cover most of the south and west of Germany, Czechoslovakia,
and Poland, while old Serbia, Montenegro, and Bulgaria have
only peasant owners. In eastern Germany, Hungary, and lower
Austria larger farms have played an important part in the
agricultural system, while in Roumania, although large land-
owners existed until the recent agrarian reforms, their estates
were usually surrounded by numbers of small peasant pro-
prietors whose holdings amounted in aggregate to about half
the total area. Great Britain alone stood apart as pre-eminently
the country of capitalist farmers, of large farms, and possessing
in proportion to the size of its agriculture a very large class of
landless hired labourers.

THE PROGRESS OF FARMING

(a] Earliest Developments.

At the middle of the eighteenth century agriculture through-
out Europe presented, in its technical aspects, very much the
same picture as in the Middle Ages. The 'scientific3 rotation of
crops was practically unknown; artificial fertilizers were un-
known; the chemistry of the soil was unknown, indeed the
chemical science itself was only in its infancy. Fields exhausted
by frequent repetition of the same crops were allowed to be
fallow eas in the time of Moses3. Farm implements were of the
most primitive type, the wooden plough was still generally
used, the reaping hook was practically the universal harvesting
implement, and the corn was threshed either with the flail or by
being laid upon the ground and the grain trampled out by
horses and oxen. The peasant with his basket suspended by a
cord round his neck still walked over the fields throwing hand-
fuls of seed on either side. Drainage was of the rudest, and in
sodden ground the crops were poor and thin. There were, it is
true, by this time some notable advances in agricultural prac-
tice, already springing up particularly in Holland and England,
but these as yet had hardly made any impression on European
methods as a whole.

Agricultural technique of to-day is a very modern development.
The nineteenth century was to revolutionize farm practice